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VAS Meeting Upcoming Events Bryan Street & Art Fair Display your Art 2026 Spring Show

APRIL VAS MEETING

April 13, VAS Member Meeting

Mon, April 13 @ 6 pm at Degallery -Meet
member Mark Sadoski when he shares his
story, “The Craft and Art of Mark Sadoski”! Mark
is an award-winning landscape photographer
and Professor Emeritus at Texas A&M University.
Originally trained in fine arts, Mark transitioned
from film to digital photography. Through his
lens, Mark shares the grandeur of the natural
world. Contact: marcars@verizon.net Gallery:
markpictures.smugmug.com. Doors open
@DEGALLERY @5:30 pm w/light refreshments.
Come early to chat and catch up!

Downtown Bryan Street &
Art_Fair

2026 Judged Show Entry
Deadline

HERE.

Joana

Bryan St.&Art Fair
Aprill 26, 2026

Join us at the Downtown Bryan
Street & Art Fair on Sunday, April
26, 2026, from 10am-4pm.
Destination Bryan is providing
Degallery and VAS with four tents.
VAS members can sell artwork,
with sales/tax handled for 15%.
Bring your own setup. Space
varies. RSVP by April 19—great
plein air opportunity!

Display your Art

Around B/CS
Fill out the form HERE

2026 Spring Show

American the Beautiful

The 2026 Spring Judged Show,
America the Beautiful, will be on
view at Degallery from May 1-29,
2026, w/ opening reception on
Friday, May 2 (4-6 PM) and a
closing, People’s Choice Award
Party, on Friday, May 29 (6-8
PM). The exhibition will include
judged awards for professional,
non-professional, _and ___high
school artists, along  with
People’'s Choice awards voted
on by gallery visitors throughout
the month. Full submission
guidelines, deadlines (April 20),
and show details are available
on our website HERE.
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VAS ART SPOTLIGHT

FEATURED ARTIS'T 'THIS MON'TH
1S *Mark Sadoski*

Mark Sadoski is a primarily self-taught amateur
photographer specializing in the natural landscape.
He developed an early interest in art through
drawing and painting which he studied formally in
private lessons, high school courses, and college
courses. After experimenting with black & white film
photography and the darkroom, he moved to color
slides. Mark later adopted digital photography and
the techniques of the digital darkroom. Mark was
inspired by once meeting the great landscape

elf-taught landscape photographer,
award-winning professor emeritus,
inspired by nature and Ansel Adams.

photographer Ansel Adams at an exhibition of
Adams’ work. He has since worked with
contemporary landscape photography masters
including Bob Krist, Jack Dykinga, Alan Ross, Tom
Till, John Shaw, Michael Gordon, Guy Tal, and many
others. He has regularly won awards in juried
competitions at the New Haven Camera Club in

Connecticut, the Visual Arts Society of Bryan-College
Station, and internationally in the Epson PANO
Awards competition. He has had several gallery
shows and public displays of his work. To Mark,
photography is a passionate avocation. He enjoys
traveling to remote locations to capture some sense
of the grandeur afforded by the majestic natural
scene that characterizes so much of America. Mark
Is a Professor Emeritus at Texas A&M University
where he held joint appointments in the College of
Medicine and the College of Education. His website
with a full photo gallery can be viewed at:
markpictures.smugmug.com. He can be contacted
at marcars@verizon.net.

Author: Mark Sadoski
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IN OTHER NEWS....

Spotlight/Speaker schedule for 2026

Name April May June July

Speaker | Mark - Cynthia | -
Sadoski Castillo

Spotlight | Mark - Cynthia | -
Sadoski Castillo

If you would like to get on our list to be a guest
speaker and/or on the spotlight, please contact me.
When sending us your stories for the spotlight,
make sure please, they are 230-240 words..

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Members showcasing their art around town
Brazos Center: Vicki Richardson-Halsell
Perrine Winery: Joana Rocha

Tavo Coffee Co.: Various Artists

If you would like to showcase your art at Tavo Coffee
Company, later this year, contact Renee Richards, at

rabrich0322@gmail.com

If you would like to showcase your art at the Brazos
Center, later this year, contact Vicki Halsell, at

ickihalsell

Local Artists for Veterinary Technician Conference
The Office of Continuing
A&M vet school is hosting

a Veterinary Technician

Conference (May 16-17,

(https://vtac.tamu.edu/).

About 300 guests are expected to attend the
conference from all around Texas (and beyond). As
artists who might be interested in setting up a table to
promote/sell their art. Specifically, local artists who
create animal-related art (any type of medium). There
entirely indoors. If you are interested in attending or if
you have any questions, please contact Miranda
Britton, at the Office of Continuing Education, at

Education at the Texas

2026) [ Veterinary Technician Annual conference |
part of the conference, they want to find some local
will be no cost to set up a table, and it would occur
Mirandabritton@tamu.edu.

Sip and Shop Art Show at Perrine Winery

We're excited to invite you to an upcoming art
show—Sip and Shop—at Perrine Winery (11405 N
Dowling Rd, College Station, TX 77845). The event will
be held on April 11 from 12:00 PM to 5:00 PM. Set-up
begins at 11:00 AM. The event will be indoors.
Attendance is free. Artists are responsible for bringing
their own setup (table, chairs, display supports, etc.)
and for managing their own sales and sales tax. To
register or if you have any questions, please contact:

Secretary@visualartsociety.org.
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11405 N Dowling Rd,
%, College Station, TX 77845

7 http://www. pertmewmery com
(979) 703-1843

Please register for the event by emailing
secretary@visualartsociety.org

All artists are to bring their own setup
for their art, they handle their
money & taxes.

You're Invited: Fundraising Panel at the Arts Center
Greetings from The Arts Center

of Brazos Valley! In an informal  §
survey with a number of our
affiliates eighteen months ago,

we asked about the areas arts
group most needed information

and assistance. Across the
board, fundraising was among }

the top responses. On April 14

at 1:00, The Arts Center will host a panel discussion on
fundraising basics for our affiliates and other nonprofit
organizations that may have an interest.

Topics covered:

"ARTS
CENTER
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* Why people donate

* Volunteer roles in fund development

+ The variety of ways donors can have a big impact
with planned gifts, and

* The new IRS deduction for 2026 that could be a game
changer for small arts organizations.

Meet the Panelists:

Gaines West - Volunteer chair of the Brazos Valley
Symphony’s $3 million endowment campaign

Mark Browning - Senior Vice President of Extracto
Banks and former planned giving specialist with the
Texas A&M Foundation

Larry Zuber - Retired fundraiser at the Texas A&M
Foundation, Washington State University and the
University of California, Davis

Seating is limited for this free discussion. Bring your
own questions and fundraising experiences to share
as there will be ample time for discussion.

RSVP at the link below noon on April 13 to reserve your
spot. Reserve Your Seat

The Arts Center of Brazos Valley, 4180 Hwy 6 South, College
Station, TX 77845 | 979-696-2787 | ACBV.org

2026 Judged Spring Show
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Submissions Due: Monday, April 20, 2026

The Visual Art Society of Bryan-College Station
invites artists to submit work for “America The
Beautiful,” the 2026 Spring Judged Show celebrating
250 years of America’s creative spirit. The exhibition
will be on view at Degallery from May 1-29, 2026
with opening reception on Saturday, May 2, 4-6pm
and closing reception on May 29. This show is open
to professional, non-professional, and high school
artists working in a wide range of media, including a
new Al-Mediated Art category. Online submissions
are open now, with an entry deadline of April 20,
2026. Awards include juried cash prizes and
People’'s Choice awards. Complete guidelines, fees,
categories, and submission instructions are
available on the VAS website.

Please note that all submitted artwork should reflect
this theme. Non-theme pieces may be accepted
only if space allows

Downtown Bryan Street & Art Fair - April 26!

Join us for the_Downtown Bryan Street & Art Fair on
Sunday, April 26, 2026, from 10am-4pm. This juried,
free-to-attend event features regional artists, live
music, family-friendly activities, and hands-on art
demos—rain or shine. Artists: applications are
rolling through March 1, 2026; the deadline to be
involved in the VAS tent in the Bryan Art Fair is April
19. If interested please contact Wendy at
president@visualartsociety.org. Accepted artists
enjoy great perks, with booth fees charged only
after acceptance. Don't miss this vibrant day of art
in downtown BryanI

Every first Saturday, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at Degallery
Square (930 N Rosemary Dr, Bryan) for a lively
outdoor art fair—rain or shine! Enjoy live jazz, kids'
art activities, artist demos, and unique works from
local art vendors. Artists and musicians are invited
to participate in the market. Vendor spaces are
$30/day for a 10'x10" booth (free for VAS and DEGA
International Art Association members - a
limited number of free tents are also available.
Contact Dary if you need them). If you do not
have enough merchandise to fill a full tent, we
encourage you to use one of our shared tents, with
tables available (please bring your own chair). In
these shared tents, VAS will retain 10% of sales (for
sales taxes). Contact Wendy at
president@visualartsociety.org for details or go

HERE to sign up.
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First Fridays in Historic Downtown Bryan

There is a new application process; visit
https://www.destinationbryan.com/firstfriday/be-a-
part-of-first-friday/ for information. Love Downtown
Local has spaces for tents for $45. Contact
lovedowntownlocal@gmail.com for more info. The
event goes on till 10 pm at night and you will need
good lighting. Contact Wendy for questions.

Local Audience for your Art

Display your art on VAS virtual gallery: If you
would like to have your art showcased in our virtual
gallery, please fill out this FORM

Display your art around town: If you would like to
have your art displayed in local businesses, fill out
this FORM. These local venues are always showing
new art; be part of their rotation!

Add the Aggieland Art Trail App to your Phone
1. Go to aggielandarttrail.app
2. Sign Up (it's free)
3. Checkout, add your info and complete the order
4. You will receive the link to your mobile pass in the
email.
5. Once you are logged into your pass in Chrome on
your Android phone and you want to make it an app
on your phone, you must be in Chrome browser.
You can follow the directions given in FAQs in the
top banner.

e If you see the 3 dots on the top right side of

your screen, proceed directly to Step 8.

6. Hold your finger on the 3 horizontal bars at the
bottom right on your screen (don't click, hold). Up
pops the Chrome info.
7. Pick Open in Chrome Browser
8. tap the 3 dots in the top right corner and look for
"Add to Home screen"
9. The app will be installed.
Note that you win awards for visiting the art
featured on the Aggieland Art Trail by accumulating
points! !

Join a Local Glass Artisans Group!

Elisa Marchand and Anna Lowary are getting a Glass
Artisans group started here in the community!
Anyone and everyone is welcome to join. If
interested, please contact Anna Lowary email
amlowary@yahoo.com | ph. (312) 213-4012
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Join us every second Tuesday
from 6-9 p.m. at DeGallery for
live model drawing and
painting. Instruction with Tim
Vanya is available for $15, or
attend as an open studio
session (without instruction)
for $10. Money will be

collected at the door; cash is
preferred. More details can be
found on the DeGallery
website HERE.

Visual Art Scholarships

The Visual Art Society is offering three $1,000
scholarships to graduating high school seniors (by
August 2026) from Bryan-College Station who plan
to pursue a course of study and career in the visual
arts. Winners will be announced soon.

SHOUT-OUTS!

We are proud to have such talented members! See
their accolades below. If you have something to
share, please contact us; we want to showcase and
support our members.

Dary Dega - Our very own, Dary, owner of Degallery,
was awarded the Community Impact Award from B-CS
Chamber of Commerce.. Congratulations, Dary!!

“I credit the success of my business to a strong
foundation of community engagement and strategic
partnerships. DeGallery has grown by building
meaningful  relationships  with  artists, families,
educators, and collectors while remaining accessible
and inclusive to the broader public. Support from the
City of Bryan Art and Culture Grant Program over
multiple years, along with collaboration with Destination
Bryan and the Bryan—College Station Chamber of
Commerce, has strengthened our visibility and long-term
sustainability. Equally important has been the consistent
support of my family, which has allowed me to dedicate
the time, energy, and vision required to grow a creative
organization that serves both cultural and educational
needs.”

— Dary Dega
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Mark Sadoski recently earned two awards in an
photography competition. His
photograph “Hunt's Mesa Sunset,” taken in
Monument Valley, Arizona, won a Silver Award in
the 2025 Epson International Pano Awards, amateur
division.  His  photograph, “Mystery Valley
Rainstorm,” taken in Mystery Valley, Arizona, also
won a Silver Award in that competition. The Epson
International Pano Award Competition is the world's
largest competition devoted to the art and craft of
panoramic photography. Silver Awards are given to
pictures in the top 10% of the judging. Over 1600
photographs were entered in the 2025 competition.

international

Jacqui Miller was recently featured on_The Heart of
Art, a KAMU original production spotlighting local
artists and their passion for all facets of art. Host
Hector Nino explores each artist's creative journey
and the impact their work has on the Brazos Valley
community. New episodes air every Saturday at
2p.m. Listen to Jacqui's interview HERE. A

multimedia artist and lifelong equestrian, Jacqui
shares how her work sheds light on issues she cares
deeply about—and how decades of horseback
riding have strengthened her artistic practice.
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SAN ANTONIO AND ITS MISSIONS

THREE CENTURIES OF HISTORY, MEMORY, AND HERITAGE
JOEL DANIEL KITCHENS

Great news—]Joel Kitchens has finished his book!
San_Antonio_and Its Missions. Three Centuries of
History, Memory, and Heritage is available for
purchase through TAMU Press. The book explores
San Antonio’s five Spanish Colonial missions as

enduring “sites of memory,” tracing their origins,
evolution after Spanish rule, and lasting impact on
Texas identity. Drawing on primary sources like
colonial documents, travel accounts, and more, it
examines how these missions became central to
both local heritage and broader American
imagination—especially after the 1836 Battle of the
Alamo and the arrival of the railroad in 1877. Check
out his new website for more info!

Workshops

DEGALLERY | Wen Keeney- Kenni Braz
Watercolor Retreats | Sabra Delyn Wilhelm Delyn
Atelier Fine Art & Teaching Studio |_Lisa Miller
Laughing Parrot Studio | Iim "Pops" Vanya T.W
Vanya Fine Art |_Mary Skow (watercolor) |_Chris
Wilson (watercolor) | Jaimie Ladysh Encaustic

Photography & Encaustic Arts | Robyn Glass
(drawing, watercolor, paper-cut, colored pencil) | If
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you teach, we will advertise your business. Contact

Wendy at president@visualartsociety.org.

Visual Art Society T-shirts!
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Nurturing Artist... Enriching Our
Community

e —

Wear Our Story! Interested in telling the world
about the Visual Art Society in a comfy, high-quality

t-shirt? We have partnered with a local company,
BCS Print, Signs & Graphics, to bring you a great
selection of colors and styles with our logo and on
the back “Nurturing Artists...Enriching  Our
Community.” They come in a variety of sizes, colors,
and necklines. You can choose to have your order
shipped or you can save that extra cost by picking it
up at 3141 Briarcrest Dr, Suite 501B, Bryan TX. Show
our community that you support the Visual Art
Society of Bryan-College Station!

List of Community Galleries
Benjamin Knox Gallery & Wine Bar

Brazos Glassworks

Cushing Memorial Library & Archives
Degallery

Forsyth Galleries

INTERSECTIONS (home of the Brazos Spinners &
Weavers Guild)

|. Wayne Stark Galleries

Perrine Winery

Tavo Coffee Co.

The Arts Center of Brazos Valley

The Frame Gallery Downtown

The Kimball

The Parker-Astin
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If you have something you would like to be

depicted in the monthly spotlight please contact
me, Joana, secretary@visualartsociety.org.
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